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  Embrace the Similarities
Region 9
                               
   Love the Differences


In all Our Affairs

OA Region 9 Statement of Purpose

To carry the OA message to the still suffering compulsive overeaters, wherever they live and whatever language they speak. In fulfilling our purpose, we should ever strive to achieve worldwide unity and common policies among our countries. With love and tolerance as our code, together we can do what we could never do alone
CHAIRS REPORT OF 49th WORLD SERVICE BUSINESS CONFERENCE (WSBC)

Mon 26h April – Sat 1 May 2010  

This year’s conference had the overall theme –
‘HALF A CENTURY – ONE WORLD OF GROWTH’

Once again all OA Regions – Service Bodies gathered together for our annual WSBC. 
There were 15 Trustees and 165 delegates making a total of 180 voting members gathered together from all over the world. 
Detailed below are the results of the voting on the motions brought to conference this year.
I will report separately on the rest of the WSBC.
A very big thank you for allowing me to serve. 

Kind Regards – 

Stella
Stella (Region 9 Chair) 

	Motions worked on 

	Literature

To grant the Conference seal of approval to the pamphlets as follows:- 
Proposal A a –  ‘A Common Solution: Diversity and Recovery’
This motion failed but not by a big vote (Needed 120 – Votes For = 113 Votes Against = 64) – the overall feeling was that there were too many things that the conference was unhappy with.

Proposal A b – ‘Questions and Answers’
This was adopted

Proposal A c - ‘Sponsoring Through the Twelve Steps – One Approach’  

This was adopted – it will replace the existing pamphlet – A Guide to the Twelve Steps to you and your sponsor.

Proposal A d – ‘The Tools of Recovery’
This was adopted. 
NB In the section under Literature which refers to ‘Alcoholics Anonymous’ will have inserted after this (‘Big Book’) as clarification.
Proposal A e – ‘To the Family of the Compulsive Eater’

This was adopted. 

Proposal A f – ‘To the Teen’

This was adopted. 

Proposal A g – ‘Welcome Back’

This was adopted. 

The literature committee were obviously very busy this year and 6 out of the 7 pieces of literature passed and will be available in 3 – 4 months.


	Policy Motions

Proposal A – To add various varieties of workshops at the WSBC. 

This motion was withdrawn by the maker because it was felt that it was unclear which workshops were being referred to i.e. before the business meetings or during the business meetings. It may come back next year with better clarification


	Proposal B - To change the wording on our policy regarding approved literature so that it is much more clear. Policy 2010 now reads:-
‘Statement on Approved Literature’

In accordance with our Traditions, we suggest that OA groups maintain unity and honor our Traditions by selling and displaying only approved books and pamphlets at their meetings. This includes OA Conference and board – approved literature; AA Conference approved literature; AA Conference approved literature; and locally produced OA literature. Locally produced literature must be developed according to the ‘OA Guidelines for Locally Produced Literature’, and should be used with the greatest discretion,. Local literature should be considered temporary and discontinued when OA literature approved for general use is available to cover the topic.’

This motion was adopted



	Proposal C – To establish a Youth in OA Committee 
This motion was adopted



	Proposal D – To change the way the Communications regarding the WSBC is dealt with from the Trustees and the WSO. – Policy 1988a (amended 1989, 1992, 1996, 1998, 2001, 2002 + 2010) now reads:-
It was adopted that:-

3) Business Conference Delegates

f) Communications concerning the Business Conference from the trustees and the World Service Office of Overeaters Anonymous to the intergroups shall be through the delegates, and each individual intergroup and regional office shall receive duplicate communications, unless otherwise instructed by each service body.

It is just this last section which will be added. 
This will save the fellowship a lot of money and is especially relevant in our region as well as areas where English is not the first language and members cannot read the mailings regarding conference – they are therefore thrown away.

This will have to be enacted annually and will need to be implemented.


	Proposal .E – to add the words ;’and AA Conference approved literature’ to our policy on display of literature. i.e. To make it clear that selling or displaying AA Conference approved literature is permitted and is not against Tradition 6. 
This motion was adopted



	Proposal F –this motions was altered slightly to read :-
To require all groups (face to face and virtual) and service bodies (intergroups, service boards, regions) wishing to register electronically with the WSO to provide at least one email contact and name when submitting their registration request. The required email address is for use in OA and will not be published.
This motion was adopted



	Proposal G – To use the words ‘compulsive eater’ and ‘compulsive eating’ in OA literature except in the personal stories of OA members
This motion was withdrawn


	Proposal H – Electronic copies of the final conference report – 

There was a substitute motion 

‘That the WSBC Final Conference Report be made available electronically. All delegates and service bodies will continue to receive the printed version unless otherwise requested’.
This motion was adopted



	Proposal I – To add a ninth tool – the wording was changed with a substitute title as 

‘Action Plan’  it was debated and discussed that this tool might include a ‘reasoned plan of physical actions that a compulsive eater might do to support abstinence – e.g. define your abstinence and the Action Plan to achieve that abstinence. I would refer you to Lifeline October 2000 which has a detailed discussion on this and an example of an Action Plan.  

This motion was adopted - The detailed description that will be included in the Tools of Recovery will be drafted by the BOT and will come to conference for debate before being included in the pamphlet.


	Bylaw Amendments 

	Proposal 1 & 2 change the word ‘above’ to ‘beyond’ when describing service other than at group level. Thus this would now read ‘service beyond the group / meeting level, 

Adopted


	Proposal 3 – To change 

Article X – Meetings of Delegates

Section 4 – Notice

So that it adds the words 

unless otherwise instructed by each service body

thus the appropriate Bylaw is changed so as to enable Item D above,– 
Adopted
This will have to be enacted annually and this implemented
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